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SPEAKERS  

Srinivas Aravamudan was appointed dean of the humanities at Duke in July 2009. 
At Duke, he is a professor in the Departments of English, Romance Studies, and the 
Program in Literature. He directed the John Hope Franklin Humanities Institute 
(2003-2009) and is president of the Consortium of Humanties Centers and Institutes 
from 2007-2012. He has published Tropicopolitans: Colonialism and Agency, 1688-
1804 (1999, Duke University Press) and Guru English: South Asian Religion In a 
Cosmopolitan Language (2006, Princeton University Press and 2007, Penguin India). 
His next book, Enlightenment Orientalism: Resisting the Rise of the Novel, will be 
published by the University of Chicago Press in 2011.  Aravamudan has also edited a 
number of other publications and written a large number of scholarly articles and 
essays on topics that range from eighteenth-century studies to postcolonial theory, and 
political philosophy to the theory of fiction.  He is currently writing a book on 
sovereignty and the concept of anachronism. 

Ann Blair is Henry Charles Lea Professor of History at Harvard University. She 
received her BA in History and Science from Harvard College (1984), an M.Phil. in 
History and Philosophy of Science from Cambridge University (1985) and a PhD in 
History from Princeton University (1990). She focuses on early modern European 
intellectual history and history of the book and has recently published a study of the 
methods of information management devised in response to the perception of an 
overload of printed books in the 16th and 17th centuries (Too Much To Know: 
Managing Scholarly Information before the Modern Age, Yale University Press, 
2010). She teaches a course on science and religion in the General Education program 
at Harvard and courses in the History Department on a variety of topics in early 
modern European cultural and intellectual history. She has served on committees 
addressing library reform, graduate policies and undergraduate teaching (among other 
topics). 

Professor Jürgen Barkhoff is an historian of literature and culture in the Department 
of Germanic Studies in the School of Languages, Literatures and Cultural Studies at 
Trinity College Dublin. He studied German and History in Tuebingen, Hamburg and 
Dublin and holds a Ph.D. from the University of Hamburg. He worked as a 
Postdoctoral Fellow in the Humanities Research Institute Kulturwissenschaftliches 
Institut at the Wissenschaftszentrum Nordrhein-Westfalen in Essen (Germany) and 
joined the staff at Trinity College in 1995. He was elected a Fellow of Trinity College 
Dublin in 2001 and was Director of the Centre for European Studies 2002-2005. He is 



currently Registrar of the university and in this capacity responsible for inter-
institutional relations. He has been the Chair of the Coimbra Group Task Force on 
Culture, Arts and Humanities since 2006.  His main research areas are medicine and 
literature around 1800, questions of identity and memory in Europe and the theory 
and history of networks of knowledge. 

Rosi Braidotti (B.A. Hons. Australian National University, 1978; PhD Cum Laude, 
Université de Paris, Panthéon-Sorbonne, 1981; Senior Fulbright Scholar, 1994; 
Honorary Degree ‘Philosophiae Doctrix Honoris Causa’, University of Helsinki, 
2007; Knight in the Order of the Netherlands Lion, 2005; Honorary Fellow of the 
Australian Academy of the Humanities, 2009) is Distinguished Professor in the 
Humanities at Utrecht University and founding Director of the Centre for the 
Humanities at Utrecht. Her books include Patterns of Dissonance. Cambridge, Polity 
Press, 1991; Nomadic Subjects, New York: Columbia Univ. Press, 1994; 
Metamorphoses, Polity Press, 2002; Transpositions. Polity Press, 2006 and La 
philosophie, lá où on ne l’attend pas, Larousse, 2009. Since 2009 she has been a 
board member of CHCI (Consortium of Humanities Centre and Institutes). 

Professor Nicholas Canny, a distinguisged historian, is Director of the Moore 
Institute for Research in the Humanities at the National University of Ireland, 
Galway, and President of the Royal Academy, 2008-11. He was appointed to the 
Scientific Council of the European Research Council in January 2011. His 1976 
study, The Elizabethan Conquest of Ireland: a Pattern Established, 1565-76, brought 
him to international attention. It was awarded the Irish Historical Research prize, as 
was his more recent work on Making Ireland British, 1580-1650 (Oxford, 2001). He 
has also published extensively on Europe’s relations with the wider world, and edited 
the first volume of The Oxford History of the British Empire. His next book the 
Oxford Handbook of Atlantic History, c1450-c1840, which he has co-edited with 
Philip Morgan of Johns Hopkins University, will be published in March 2011. 
Nicholas Canny was educated at University College, Galway (now NUI Galway), at 
the University of Pennsylvania and the University of London, and has held post-
doctoral appointments at Harvard and Yale universities, at the Institute for Advanced 
Study, Princeton, and at the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Studies. He served in 
Spring 2005 as professeur invité at the École des Hautes Études, Paris and was in 
2005-6 Parnell Senior Research Fellow at Magdalene College, Cambridge. 

Poul Holm (MA (Aalborg), PhD (Aarhus), R, FTCD) is Professor of Environmental 
History at Trinity College Dublin and Academic Director of the Trinity Long Room 
Hub, the research institute for the arts and humanities. He has been a Senior Curator 
at the Fisheries and Maritime Museum, Esbjerg, Denmark; Professor at the University 
of Southern Denmark;  Rector (President) of the University of Roskilde; and 
chairman of the Danish Research Council for the Humanities. He is former President 
of the European Society for Environmental History. 
His doctoral thesis examined the impact of war on everyday life in Norway, Sweden 
and Denmark between 1550 and 1914. He has published on fisheries history and 
marine environmental history; coastal communities and culture; and the Viking 
settlements in Ireland. He is currently chair of the global History of Marine Animal 
Populations project (HMAP) which aims to understand human impacts on ocean 
ecology. He is member of the COST-ESF 'Frontiers of Science' initiative Responses 
to Environmental and Societal Challenges for our Unstable Earth (RESCUE).  



Florence Impens is currently completing a Ph.D. in contemporary Irish poetry in the 
School of English in Trinity College, Dublin (Ireland). She is writing on classical 
intertextuality in the work of Seamus Heaney, Michael Longley and Derek Mahon. 
Before coming to Trinity College, Dublin in October 2007, she studied English and 
French Literatures at Paris 3- Sorbonne Nouvelle (France), where she obtained two 
Maîtrises (4th-year degrees), both with Honours, in 2006. She then completed an 
M.Phil. (Hons) in Irish Studies with the same university in 2007. She was awarded a 
short-term MARBL Fellowship by Emory University, Atlanta (GA) in 2010 to work 
on material from the Irish Literature Collections. She worked for three years as a 
language and teaching assistant in the French Department in Trinity College, and is 
now an educational support worker with the Disability Service and a teaching 
assistant in the School of English. 

Sari Kivistö, Ph.D., Lecturer in Comparative Literature (University of Helsinki) 
works as an Academy Research Fellow and Deputy Director at the Helsinki 
Collegium for Advanced Studies, University of Helsinki. Her publications include 
books and articles on ancient literature, classical traditions and literary satire, and a 
number of translations from Latin into Finnish. Her most recent monograph is entitled 
Medical Analogy in Latin Satire (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009) and her current research 
project focuses on scholarly vices in the early modern university. 

Susan Manning has been Director of the Edinburgh Institute for Advanced Studies 
since 2005. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh and the Royal Society 
of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce, and a Trustee of the Kennedy Memorial Trust 
Her primary research interests lie in the fields of the Scottish Enlightenment and in 
Scottish-American literary relations, the subjects of her books The Puritan-Provincial 
Vision (CUP, 1990), and the transatlantic study Fragments of Union (Palgrave, 2002). 
She is one of the co-editors of The Edinburgh History of Scottish Literature which 
was published in three volumes in 2006, and (with Andrew Taylor) of the first Reader 
in Transatlantic Literary Studies. She has edited several collections of essays in 
Enlightenment studies, as well as new editions of literary works. She chairs the 
British Consortium of Institutes for Advanced Studies (CIAS) and is a Board member 
of CHCI (Consortium of Humanities Centre and Institutes). 

Dipti Pandya (BA Hons. Government 1993, University of Essex and MSc. Hons. 
European Social Policy Analysis, University of Bath) has been Director of the Irish 
Research Council for the Humanities and Social Sciences (IRCHSS) since March 
2006. Prior to this appointment, Dipti worked as an academic and practitioner 
specifically operating in the space between academia and industry. She was the Head 
of Development at Dun Laoghaire Institute of Art, Design and Technology (2002-06), 
Industrial Liaison Manager at the Institute of Technology Tallaght (1998-2002) and 
Campus Company Development Executive in Trinity College Dublin (1997-98). Dipti 
worked as a Research Fellow in the Graduate School of Business, UCD on an EU 
Framework Project examining academic entrepreneurship across Europe (1996-97) 
and as Research Assistant in the European Foundation for the Improvement of Living 
and Working Conditions, Dublin. Her research interests are in the area of academic-
industry relations, academic entrepreneurship, research commercialisation, business 
incubation and technology transfer. Dipti has also maintained a good consultancy 
track record including preparing reports for Forfás, Enterprise Ireland, Intertrade 
Ireland/IBEC/BioMedIreland and ICSTI. In addition, Dipti is an expert evaluator for 



the EU Commission particularly in the areas of knowledge based economy and 
research commercialisation. She serves on the management boards of ERA-Net 
projects in the social sciences (NORFACE) and in the humanities (HERA).  

Jan Parker joined the Open University’s Humanities Higher Education Research 
Group in 1993 to research dialogue in her disciplinary texts: Classical epic, tragedy 
and Platonic philosophy, and the implications for their teaching. She now chairs the 
international research group and is Editor-in-Chief of the A-rated international 
journal: Arts and Humanities in Higher Education. As convenor of the Institute of 
Educational Technology’s Higher Education Policy and Practices Research Group, 
she continues her association with Cornell’s Society for the Humanities, Dartmouth 
Institute of Writing and Rhetoric and the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement 
of University Teaching. As a senior member of the University of Cambridge Faculty 
of Classics, she teaches, researches and publishes on tragedy and on the philosophy of 
higher education. Her latest book is the co-edited Tradition, Translation, Trauma: the 
Classic and the Modern (Oxford University Press, March 2011). 

Naomi Segal is Director of the Institute of Germanic & Romance Studies, University 
of London, which runs seminars, conferences, fellowships, postgraduate degrees, 
research training and publications in the interdisciplinary field covered by five 
languages: French, German, Italian, Spanish & Portuguese. She has chaired, or served 
on, numerous national and international committees including the Standing 
Committee for the Humanities of the European Science Foundation (2005-present), 
Humanities in the European Research Area (HERA, 2009-present), the British 
Academy Panel for Europe (2006-present), the Arts and Humanities Research Council 
(1999-2006) and the Association of University Professors and Heads of French (1996-
2004). She is the author of 73 articles and 11 books, most recently Consensuality: 
Didier Anzieu, gender and the sense of touch (2009), Indeterminate Bodies (2003), Le 
Désir à l’Œuvre (2000), André Gide: Pederasty & Pedagogy (1998), and Coming Out 
of Feminism? (1997). She is currently co-editing three other collections: Vicissitudes: 
Histories and destinies of psychoanalysis; Opera, exoticism and visual culture; and Le 
Corps de l’autre: mémoire et psychanalyse, and researching for two further 
monograph projects: Six Strays: Fictional dogs from 1845 to 1992 and Eurydice’s 
revenge; or, the haunting of the replacement child. 

Svetlana Slapsak, born 1948 in Beograd (Yugoslavia). Classical studies, BA, MA 
and PhD at the University of Beograd. She is a researcher at the Institute of Literature 
& Arts in Beograd, and lecturer at the University of Ljubljana and the University of 
Zagreb. She has been Laurie NJ Chair in Women's Studies at Rutgers University 
1994-5; and has lectured at many Yugoslav, Europaean and USA universities.Visiting 
at EHESS Paris, CNRS, CLG Paris. Fellowships: Athenian Academy, NIAS 
Wassenaar, Max Planck Wissenschaftsgeschichte Berlin, KIWI Essen, Collegium 
Budapest. Anthropology of Ancient Worlds and Anthropology of Gender Program 
Coordinator at ISH (Institutum Studiorum Humanitatis), Ljubljana Graduate School 
of Humanities 1995-.  Dean of ISH 2003-. Editor-in-Chief of ProFemina, Beograd 
1994-.Awards: Milos Crnjanski Award, Beograd 1990, American PEN Award 1993, 
Helsinki Watch Award 2000. Among 1000 Women for Peace - candidates for Nobel 
Peace Prize 2005. Published around 30 books, more than 200 studies, around 500 
essays and articles, translated from Ancient and Modern Greek, Latin,French, 
English. 



Andrew Sors is currently Rector of Collegium Budapest Institute for Advanced 
Study. He was born in Budapest. After completing his Ph.D in Materials Science at 
the University of Sussex in the UK, he worked as a research engineer in the chemical 
industry. This was followed by 7 years at the environmental Monitoring and 
Assessment Research Centre (MARC) in the University of London, as its Deputy 
Director. From 1982 to 2008 Andrew worked in the European Commission. His two 
last assignments there were Head of Unit for Social Science and Humanities Research 
(1999-2005) and Minister Counselor at the Commission’s Delegation in New Delhi, 
responsible for S&T cooperation between the EU and India (2005-2008). 

Darko Štrajn graduated in philosophy and sociology on the Faculty of Arts – 
University in Ljubljana, Slovenia (1973) and he finished his doctorate on Fichte’s 
philosophy in 1984. Later on, he was the director of the Educational Research 
Institute (1986 – 1993), where he is currently working in the research programme in 
educational research. He lectures on film and media theory at the graduate School for 
Studies in Humanities (ISH) in Ljubljana. His research comprises topics like 
philosophy, cultural studies, aesthetics and media, education, social change and 
politics.  

 
Walter Tega is professor of History of Philosophies at the University of Bologna, 
member of the executive board of the Istituto Italiano di Scienze Umane (SUM) and 
active member of the Accademia delle Scienze dell’Istituto and the Académie 
Intérnationale d’Historie des Sciences. He leads the review Philosophia and the series 
of Pansophia publications at Olschki editor. He has been vice-rector with 
responsibility for training process at the University of Bologna and academic dean of 
the Literature and Philosophy faculty at the same university. During his long research 
activity he has contributed to numerous books and anthologies, as well as to national 
and international reviews. He has spoken at national and international conferences.  
His research interests include the philosophy and sociology of knowledge in modern 
and contemporary society, the creation and unification of knowledge systems, the 
relationship between the disciplines, the history of scientific institutions as well as the 
relationship between natural sciences and human sciences.  

Kirill O. Thompson was born in Northfield, Minnesota. He is currently the Associate 
Dean for Humanities at Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social 
Sciences and Professor in the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures, both 
at National Taiwan University.  He studied philosophy and literature at Northeastern 
Illinois University and received his doctorate in Chinese Philosophy at the University 
of Hawaii.  He is broadly interested in the humanities, Western as well as Eastern. He 
has published academic articles on Chinese Confucianism, Daoism and Sophism, as 
well as on Samuel Beckett and Thorstein Veblen.  He has also published a monograph 
on the odes and elegy of Thomas Gray. 

Prof. Milena Žic Fuchs. In 1977 graduated from Faculty of Philosophy, University of 
Zagreb having majored in English language and literature, and Ethnology. In 1989 
Ph.D. in Linguistics (Cognitive linguistics). Since 2002 Chair of Linguistics in the 
English Department, University of Zagreb. In 2010 elected Full Member of the 
Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts. Milena Žic Fuchs was the first scholar to 
introduce Cognitive Linguistics into Croatian linguistic circles. To date, Milena Žic 



Fuchs has published over 30 articles in international and Croatian journals, articles 
covering research topics in semantics, discourse analysis, cognitive linguistics and the 
influence of communication technologies on language, and she has authored three 
books: Knowledge of Language and Knowledge of the World (1991), a dictionary of 
acronyms (20000 items) and Cognitive Linguistics and Language Structures: the 
English Present Perfect (2009). Since 2005 she has been a member of the Standing 
Committee for the Humanities of the ESF, in 2006 she was elected a member of the 
Core Group and in 2009 she was elected Chair of the Standing Committee for the 
Humanities. Apart from taking part in evaluation panels within the ESF, Milena Žic 
Fuchs has also been a member of evaluation panels for COST and is at present a 
member of an ERC panel for Advanced Researcher Grants. 
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